Between 2002 and 2004, surgeons in UK hospitals began to see calcification of Bausch and Lomb Hydroview foldable lens implants, usually progressing to the need for explantation ( Figure 1 ). [1] [2] [3] None of the affected hospitals were routinely using Viscoat, known by this time to be associated with calcification of Hydroview lenses. 4, 5 A total of 474 implants, out of 8239 lenses implanted between September 2000 and April 2001 at the seven hospitals, were explanted because of calcification (5.8%, Table 1 ). The wide geographical variation might be due to Na 2 HPO 4 in the viscoelastics ( Table 2) . One of the authors, NH, noticed that more of his patients (Provisc) were affected than those of his colleague (Healon).
The lens exchange rate at Epsom and St Helier Hospitals in Surrey was much lower than elsewhere. An intriguing coincidence was that the Sutton and East Surrey Water Company was the only one in the country to soften the water it supplied. This possible explanation, however, was shown to be unlikely by a small study (Research Ethics Committee Ref 05/Q0104/171), which showed that the aqueous calcium levels of routine cataract patients at Peterborough, where the exchange rate was 40 times higher, were 0.72 mM±0.18, The authors and others believe that the reporting of cases of calcification to the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has been less than ideal. A dedicated electronic link to report device issues to the MHRA now appears on the website of the Royal College of Ophthalmologists. In time, the electronic patient record (EPR) might incorporate a button for explantation of a lens for bioincompatibility reasons, which could automatically alert the MHRA. Sir, Severe allergic blepharoconjunctivitis after eyelash colouring 2-chloro-p-phenylenediamine sulphate (chloro-PPD) is used for semi-permanent colouring of the eyelashes and the eyebrows. Although chloro-PPD has been reported earlier to cause allergic contact dermatitis, but blepharoconjunctivitis is very rare and only one case has so far been reported in literature. 1, 2 This may be due to either rarity of allergic reaction or due to underreporting.
Case report
A 30-year-old Caucasian male presented with swollen eyelids, watering, itchiness, and redness in both eyes for 1 day. He had eyelash colouring (black) 2 days earlier by a hairdresser for the first time and developed these symptoms a day later. The visual acuity was 6/6 in both eyes. The lids were inflamed with severe conjunctival hyperaemia, chemosis with papillary reactive changes and whitish ropy, and mucus discharge (Figures 1a and b) . The patient gave no history of earlier atopy or contact dermatitis. He was managed with a short course of oral prednisolone (30 mg) for 5 days and G-chloramphenicol for 1 week. After 1 week, there was 
